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Air Force prosecutors said yestec-.: 
day that they can provfe^all of the.^ 
spy charges against 2nd. Lt Chris-- 
topher'“M. Cooke with/ secret evi- 
dence that does not depend on his 
confession. • ■, - 

Th^artling claim raised the'pos- 
sibilitYrihat massively successful sur-j 
veil la n«e- has been-, conducted of the; 
Sovieti'Embassy here.*- Cooke is aL 
leged to have delivered- secret andi 
top-seoret documerits concerning the 
Titan- iT missile to the embassy over 


the lat^year. ' ,L 

CooFe’s lawyers, led “by P. Lee 


Bailey^ have been trying to block a 
courtiyartial on, the grounds that 
the Air Force granted Cooke immu- 
nity in .iVlay in return, for full clisclo- • 
sure of his activities. 

.Air^Jorce MaJ. Charles B. Heim- 
burg, it)- a final argument concluding 
two weeks of pretrial hearings at An-. 
drews''-'Air Force Base,- denied that ‘ 
binding assurances had been made • 
to Cooke. 


Butr^e said, if the court finds 


that “an unauthorized promise of 
immuhjty” was madff, the-; most that/^ 
should be . done is to suppress evi- 
denceh)btained as a result 

Evei^f that were done, Heirriburg,.' 
said, the prosecution has “over- ' 
whelming evidence of a crime, strong J 
legab^dence of espionage.” ' , _ j 

Aid'-Force Lt Col. David Orser, 
thei military judge; indicated that he ’j 
would'”’'rule early . ne.xt week' "on 
wheth'e'f the- court-martial' should', 
proce^l.- 

lit-Cbl. Tlwrton L. Spillman;' the - 
chief- prosecutor, and Heimburg told 
reporters after the session that they" 
are:;sdtisfied that they: have enough ' 
independent evidence to back the 14 yl 
coupt3«!odged against Cooke under | 
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1 iTbei prosecutors refused to elab- 
orate on the matter.,“L-cant .com.- 
men,l.about when the evidence was 
obtained, ;or where it was., obtained or . 
how iUwasrobtained,” Spillman, said./ 
“Bi^^, there’s mo constitutional viola- 
tioh'/lof Cooke’s rights] if. we don’t 
use..,pny oLhis statements, or evi- 
■ dense obtiAed from that’’, i 
Spillman said the prosecutorsida, 
nf)t .antend to use any- ot/iCooke s. 
statein^ts or information- derived 
from them even if Orser rejects- the 
defeft^e Team’s' .immunity argument. . 
/HeilnbTirg said information the Air 
FPi-c'emitends' to use is still classified. . 

Defense attorney Kenneth Fish-- 
man said the question of when the 

Air, Force obtained its evidence is 
“very important” -, . , . 

“If evidence is obtained after a 
confession has been given, it is, very 
difficult for the government to es- 
tablish it comes from an indepen- 
dent source,” Fishman told reporters. 
‘Their claim that they don’t plan fo 
use derivative evidence is a serious 
issue. We will contest that strongly.” 

When reporters pressed the pros- 
ecutors about the importance of 
when the evidence was obtained. 
Col. John D. Williams,' the public 
affairs officer who arranged . the 
briefing, interrupted and demanded 
an end to that line of questioning. ' 

' When reporters demurred ,,at 
being’ told what questions to ask, 
.Williams abruptly announced that] 
the briefing was over. He then began 
doing some calisthenics in the court- 
.toom; ' i ^ 

Cooke, 26,. came under suspicion 
when he mailed his father, in Rich- 
mond last Dec. 23 fronr the Soviet 
Embassy. The FBI, which routinely 
watches the embassy, reportedly 
photgraphed him entering the build- 
ing Dec. 17, but was unable to iden- 
t.Ifv him-iintil hALcalled home/ f .h 




Even that'amouht bfsurveillance/j 
however, seems insufficient to -back- 
charges that-oii D^ again onr 
May 2, Cooke, “having lawful accek^ 
to information relating to the nation- - 
al defense, did jriH willfully deliver^ 
the information ftor unknown repreR 
sentatives of thef; Union ' of ' Soviet-. 
Socialist Republics v ■-* 

The charges include three counts'; 
of espionage - and .41; bf illegal con-; 
tacts with Sqvieb diplomats, begin-^ 
ning with a telephone call from St 
Louis on June 18, 1980, to the So- 
viet military mission here. Cooke 
reported for 'duty the next day at ' 
McConnell Air -‘Force Base near - 
Wichita, where he became deputy, 
commander of the Titan II missile 
crew. - 

Picked up on' May 5, three days ' 
after his last visit to the embassy,': 
Cooke .was questioned by. agents' of 
the Air Force Office of Special In- ■[ 
vestigations- ■•iahd^Tnitially ■ denied^ 
wrongdoing. ' '! 

Four days later, ■on behalf of i 
Cooke’s superiors- in- the -Strategic 
Air Command, OSI interrogators 
promised him immunity from pros-] 
edition; “even ifLypu’ve- been/ 

-deep in espionage; even if you’ve; 
compromised the entire missile sys- 
tern.”-, 

Air Force CapL; Francis W. Pe-r 
drotty, hurriedly. , appointed - to de-] 
fend Cooke, said'he confirmed the 
■ immunity offer- in; a laborious- con-^ 

versation with-^SAC’s chief legal ad- 
viser, Brig. Gen. CGClaude Teagar-- 
den, although Teag^en refused to 
put it in writing. ”" 

Cooke started talking ihat eve- 
ning, admitting that he had been, 
“photographing, copying and giving ! 
to the Soviets” secret information 
about the nation’s strategic nuclear 
arsenal for about ayear. 
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